Community Club Pilot Project:
Antique Appraisal Show

This was a new idea that was inspired by the famous “Antiques Roadshow” seen on TV.
Several local antique shops were contacted to find if out if this would be possible and the
cost of having an appraiser on site for five hours. All appraisers volunteered their time
with the understanding that they could give out their business cards but could not conduct
business on the fort. The hours were set from 1300 until 1800, one day only. The
community club serves a buffet lunch everyday from 1130-1330. The lunch hour was
extended until 1430 to serve the customers having items appraised. Other beverages and
snacks were available for purchase after lunch. A small fee of $3 per item was set and a
maximum of three items per person was established so the appraisers would not be
overwhelmed and everyone who wanted to could participate and not expect to spend a lot
of time waiting. The hours from 1300 to 1800 were chosen on the hopes that the work
force would come for lunch and stay after to have their items appraised and in the
afternoon that retirees would come and then in the evening that the workforce would be
able to go.

The show was a success. There were many satisfied participants who wanted to know
when the next show was because they had more items they wanted appraised. The
appraisers were pleased with the large turn out because they were able to promote their
businesses and all were willing to return for another show. The program team has
decided that conducting an appraisal show two times a year would provide the best turn
out. Due to our restricted constituency if this was done with any more frequency the
need for the show would become obsolete and attendance would dwindle. This will be a
repeated program.



